Yankees had established an early foothold during the war, hundreds of black men had entered the Union army, and the first 'rehearsal for Reconstruction' had been staged.' And there, by order of Union General William T. Sherman, freedpeople had taken possession of thousands of acres of plantation land. There, in short, the revolutionary dimensions of the Civil War came most fully into focus.
The documents that follow offer a brief but striking glimpse of the confrontation in postwar South Carolina. They form part of a sweeping story being presented by the Freedmen and Southern Society Project. In the fall of 1976, with a grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (and, later, with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities), the editors of the project set out to write a documentary history of American slave emancipation, based upon records in the National Archives of the United States.2 Here was an unparalleled collection of documents revealing the triumphs and tragedies of ordinary people in the midst of one of the most extraordinary events in modern history. After examining almost two million items, the editors selected, indexed, and cross-referenced more than 40,000 to serve as the basis for , 1985) . A third, The Wartime Genesis of Free Labor, is nearing completion. The number and titles of subsequent volumes remain to be determined, but the editors have begun to transcribe and organize documents for volumes relating to land, labor, and capital in the postwar period. The documents that follow are drawn from that material. They have been transcribed exactly as written, with no 'correction' or 'modernization' of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, or syntax. Extra space has been added to mark the end of unpunctuated sentences; ellipses designate material omitted by the editors; words or letters supplied by the editors are enclosed in brackets.
I
Most Southern planters acknowledged emancipation as an established fact, but few accepted the new relations and behavior that free labor appeared to demand. Like masters and lords in other servile societies, they saw their dependents as lazy, irresponsible, unreliable, and wholly incapable of performing the tasks necessary to commercial agriculture without compulsion. Surrendering the prerogatives of absolute authority thus proved discomfiting enough; bargaining with ex-slaves in the marketplace seemed almost unimaginable. In a letter to the Union military commander of South Carolina, Joseph Daniel Pope, a planter on the sea islands that fringed the coast, suggested how narrow the boundaries of freedom would be if the old masters retained influence over local affairs and the plantation system were resurrected. With the arrogance and superior airs so characteristic of the Southern aristocracy, Pope prescribed formal restrictions on the freedpeople's mobility and economic opportunities - These are the general impressions made upon my mind and when it is remembered that two corps of Gen Shermans army passed through this Town its present condition and preservation are really wonderful. So much for the general aspect of things. In visiting the plantations on the Islands of Hilton Head St Helena and Port Royal I was very far from being agreeably impressed. Neglect and decay overgrown roads and badly cultivated fields were visible everywhere. In these respects these communities had gone backward quite as much as in other respects already pointed out they had gone forward. These observations naturally lead to an inquiry into the causes; and this opens the grave question of free negro labor. Can the freed negroes be made a useful and efficient peasantry? I propose to give you my views with great frankness and candor for in the present agony of the country this is no time for flattery self delusion or varnished statements. In the middle and upper parts of the State which I had but recently left there was a universal complaint that the negro labor upon the plantations could not be controled. While the planters appeared to be willing to make contracts with their own slaves and others and to engage in the present crop with zeal they assured me that the "freedmen" would not stand to any engagement whatever and the planters had no means of compelling a performance on their part. This is a grave difficulty; important to the whole country North and South. In visiting the Islands above named I was very anxious to see how matters had worked there in the last four years. The opportunity was good for in the same community were white contractors trying to cultivate their crops with hired negro labor and "freedmen" trying to cultivate them for themselves. I visited several plantations in the first class and the crops were miserable beyond description. On one or two plantations known to be the very best for Sea Island Cotton and capable of producing with ease 150 lbs to the acre of clean cotton I saw crops now growing that would not make 25 lbs to the acre. I saw that the cultivation was very bad -no manure -no cattle -no compost from marsh and mud lying all around -no work animals -in short no system whatever. The ditches were choked up & overgrown with grass and weeds were every where seen in fields that were always cultivated like gardens. The cotton was uneaven and broken and the corn in many places tasseling at three and four feet in hight. I invariably asked "Why is this"? and the invariable answer was "the negroes will not work regularly or systematically". Much was due of course to ignorance of the cultivation of the crops ignorance of the climate and of the soil but doubtless the greater part of the default was due to the irregularity and uncertainty of the system of labor. This should not be so but we are now dealing with facts. The negroes employed work when they please and do just as much as they please, they visit the neighbouring cities or plantations as they please, do not work on Saturdays at all, get paid for just what they do and rely largely upon hunting and fishing to make up for what they lose in the field; and in this way a crop that is planted for thirty hands is attended by the aggregate labor of ten or twelve hands and the result is certain failure -ruin to the master of the plantation and to the prospects of the country. Labor must be commanded completely or the production of the cotton crop must be abandoned. Many experienced long cotton planters will tell you that at certain Seasons three days in working it will make such a difference as almost to make or ruin a crop. * * * * So much for the experience and testimony of the contractor. I will now call your attention to the independent negro farmer. His condition is even much worse than the contractor's for as a general thing the latter has secured the best lands. Many of the negroes that I saw and whose crops I visited had a small patch here and there of cotton corn and potatoes. Almost universally these crops will not support those who are now cultivating them. Upon inquiry I found that scarcely one of them had applied any manures; and as an illustration of the thrift of this class I will give you an example. One of my own negroes came to see me as soon as he heard I had arrived. I felt gratified at the warmth of friendship he expressed for me. After some conversation I remarked to him that he would for the future have to take care of himself; he would no longer have me to think for him & I would therefore try to help him to think a little for himself. I had during the day seen his crop and asked him how much he had planted. He said he had three acres of cotton and four acres of corn and some potatoes. I then said to him "How much do you think your cotton will make?" "I dont know Sir" "Do you think it will make over 25 lbs to the acre?" "I dont think it Sir" "Very well I do not think it will make so much but I will allow that much and your three acres will make you 75 lbs (or what we call one quarter of a bag of cotton). "Now" I continued "how much do you expect to get for it?" "I cant tell Sir" "Well I will tell you: before the war the kind of cotton you are planting would have sold for about 25 cts per lb but I will allow you 50 cts per lb and thus estimated your whole crop will yield you $37.50. So much for the cotton: "Now" I inquired of him "how much corn do you expect to make?" He gave me the same answer "Cant tell Sir" Well I will tell you: you may make eight bushels to the acre and your four acres will yield you 32 bushels of corn." He had in addition one hog and some potatoes. I then asked him how many he had in family to feed. He answered "I have my wife and three children and myself and a horse" "How long do you expect $37.50 and 32 bushels of corn and one hog to support your family giving them food clothing shoes and paying medical bills and besides this feeding your horse? Can it last you a year?" "No Sir" "Can it last you six months?" "No Sir" "What then do you propose to do? How do you expect to live?" I said to him "Cant you get some day labor?" "No Sir there are so many people and the work is slacking off now and I cant get any." "But you must get something to do or you cant get along." He finally said his son was in the army and would help him out with his pay. This was sensible and a very good calculation. Just as long as the Government can employ in one way or another the very large number of negroes on these Islands just so long will they live. Money has heretofore been freely expended at Port Royal by the Government for war purposes but the war is now over and these expenditures must sensibly diminish. The immorality of both males and females has caused a large circulation of money from hand to hand but when large numbers of soldiers and sailors are no longer paid off at Port Royal this supply will fail. What then must be the result? The Government is not going to support them; that is certain. What will become of the thousands over and above the capacity of the soil to support? What will become of the crowd of non-producers at Mitchellville and Beaufort who have no trade no arts no invention? The Community will not be selfsupporting much less will there be a surplus. The example I have furnished you above will be the general rule. Those who do better will be the exceptions. Some will support themselves, some will do even better than that, but I do mean to say that as an agricultural experiment, the present Crop in and around Port Royal is going to be a failure. It is in a very bad condition now judging from what I saw and could hear and when the July rains set in to be succeeded by the August suns the tilth has been so poor that the plant will "strip up" (as it is doing even now) to the top leaf and throw off every thing. By the present cultivation all these necessary regulations have been given up-There is no stock to run upon the lands to enrich and harden them no alternation of fields and pasture; and if the present condition of things should continue for ten years at the end of that time these Islands would become beds of "drift sand" blown about by the winds and almost too poor to germinate the seed that is put into the ground. Besides this, these Islands produced the most valuable Sea Island cotton held in such great demand in the markets of the world. To keep up the quality the most judicious system of selecting the seed had to be continued requiring the greatest care and judgment. If neglected the finest cotton would in a few years degenerate into an uneaven and harsh fibre of comparatively little value. If then by the present cultivation the soil is running to waste through neglect and the quality of the cotton itself is becoming less and less valuable it would not take many years to make these Islands an unfruitful jungle fit for the habitation of w4tild beasts and savages only. And to restore them after this would cost almost as much as the lands are now worth. The same sloth and neglect would also ruin the rice lands along the Coast. ... From the views presented both general and special the question presses itself: Can nothing be done to prevent this collapse? Can nothing be done to regulate and controul this system of free negro labor so as to make it as useful for the future as slave labor has been profitable in the past? These great questions no living man can answer with certainty. It is a gigantic experiment and of the first importance to the whole country -to the present generation and to posterity to the black race and to the white race on this continent north and South. It is now too late to look back. The past cannot be recalled. The North and the South must come up to the question: what can be done? To meet the issue fairly requires statemanship and firmness Statesmanship after all is neither more nor less than high common Sense exercised without passion. This is just what is required now Any system of labor whether slave or hireling must take many years to accommodate itself to any new order of things. Careful and judicious legislation from time to time will be necessary. The whole question at the North as well as at the South must be treated as a practical question and not a fanciful one. For the present I would make a few practical suggestions:
1. Let the whole white population of the South be at once let in to the cultivation of their lands and the quiet enjoyment of their homes. Those who understand the cultivation of the soil and of the Sea Island cotton crop particularly must be restored to its cultivation or we shall witness nothing but failure. These valuable cotton and provision lands are now entirely occupied by freed negroes and are groaning under mismanagement and an idle superfluous colored population, and results have been already noticed. Were it even the policy of the Government to punish for the past we would respectfully suggest that the abolition of slavery has worked the most gigantic practical confiscation of property that has ever been enforced in the history of the world. It is too a confiscation not for life but for all time. It is so much property that can never be restored again to one or to one's posterity. If we are to expect any kind of prosperity the lands at least must be restored.
2. The great number of negroes now accumulated and accumulating daily on the coast should be sent back to the places from whence they came. In and around Port Royal are negroes from every State in the South. They are there collected far beyond the capacity of the soil to support them. They are generally the worst characters of communities from which they have come. Let them all be sent back to the States or communities where they belong: Why should the community at Port Royal white or black be saddled with the pauperism the vice the disease the idleness the filth of so many negroes who are not identified with the soil in any way and whose homes are hundreds of miles removed.
3. The immediate establishment of some system of "permits" or passports by which the freed negro will be prevented from running all over the country vagabondizing from city to city and idling from one place in the country to another as is now the case. This will tend in a great degree to hold him to his engagements to labor, prevent vagrancy and remove many of the evils now experienced. It has been found necessary to have a system of "permits" in the army and in the navy and in every service where obedience is necessary to success. The soldier or the sailor is compelled to obey; and the free negro laborer must be subjected to some Similar system. In the one organization obedience is compelled by punishment both certain and secure; and in the industrial organization rewards and punishments must also be established upon some system or there can be no success.
4. The quartering of negro soldiers in a community of negro laborers must always be attended with evil consequences. The negro Soldiers are not uncivil to the white citizens but the influence is bad upon the colored population because the negro soldier sets the example (upon a peace establishment) of idleness that is injurious. He encourages habits of immorality and disipation which must destroy the usefulness of the laborer; and the contact while it cannot improve the discipline of the negro soldier will detract very much from the character of the negro laborer. Upon the occupation of this District by the U.S. troops, affairs were found to be in a very unsettled state. The "scouts" who had latterly enforced local order and preserved discipline upon the plantations, were disbanded; no civil magistrates had power to act; the planters, uncertain as to the wishes of the United States authorities, were afraid even to defend themselves against aggression and robbery; -while the negro laborers, who in this neighborhood outnumber the whites five to one, already excited by the prospect of freedom, were urged to lawlessness and acts of violence by the advice of many of the colored soldiers. Not only was there every prospect that the crops would be neglected, but it also seemed probable that the negroes would revenge themselves by theft, insults, and violence, upon their former owners. To avert disorder and starvation, officers detailed for the purpose were sent into the country to explain to white and black alike their condition under the new state of affairs, and to induce the laborers, if possible, to resume work upon the crops, -which are now in the most critical stage. It was soon found, however, that uniformity was needed in these operations; and during the last week in May, Brevet Brigadier General Hartwell, commanding the Brigade, appointed a Special Commission to have charge over all the relations between proprietor and laborer; to supervise contracts, made under Brig. Gen'l. Hatch's orders, and to act also as Provost Judges in cases of disorder or crime upon the plantations. The commission originally consisted of four members; afterwards of five; and this number is at present reduced to two by the establishment of an auxiliary board in Columbia, S.C. * * * *
In the two weeks which have passed since the Commission was appointed, several hundred contracts have been approved, as many plantations visited, and probably two thousand whites and ten thousand blacks have been addressed. The officers engaged in this work have frequently ridden alone and unarmed twenty-five miles, or further, from the Post, and have almost invariably met with courteous and hospitable treatment at the hands of the planters, -most of whom seem desirous to comply in good faith with the wishes and orders of the Government, and to make the best of a system of labor in which, notwithstanding, they thoroughly disbelieve.
It is found very difficult to disabuse the negroes of the false and exaggerated ideas of freedom they have received, in a great measure, from our own colored troops. They have been led to expect that all the property of their former masters was to be divided out to them; and the most reasonable fancy which prevails, is that besides receiving their food, clothes, the free rent of houses and gardens, and the privilege of keeping their hogs and poultry, they are to take for themselves all day Saturday and Sunday, and to receive half the crops. Their long experience of slavery has made them so distrustful of all whites, that on many plantations they persist still in giving credit only to the rumors set afloat by people of their own color, and believe that the officers who have addressed them are rebels in disguise. Even where they are satisfied that the idea of freedom comprehends law, order, and hard labor, there are many whom the absence of the usual restraint and fear of punishment renders idle, insolent, vagrant and thievish. Owing to the entire want of cavalry in this Department it has been found possible to investigate a few only of the cases brought before the board in its judicial capacity; and the members view with solicitude the alarming increase of vagrancy throughout the country, and the idleness, half-way-work, and turbulence of a large portion of the negro population, which they are powerless to check, except in the immediate vicinity of a military force.
In the opinion of a majority of the Commission, little danger to the welfare of society, or of the country, need be apprehended from the former slaveowners, who appear generally desirous to become good citizens. It is the ignorance, the prejudice, the brutality, and the educated idleness, -if so it can be termed -of the freedmen, -all attributable, not so much to their race, as to the system of slavery under which they have lived, -that are mainly to be watched and placed under restraint. To supply the place of the rigid plantation discipline now suddenly done away with. Some well digested code of laws and punishments, adapted to the peculiar position of affairs, should be applied throughout the entire South. The impossibility of attaching, in future, money value to the former slaves, will break up, in practice, as the Emancipation proclamation has done in theory, the system of slavery; and the interests of the capitalists and landowners of the South will lead them to make the best possible use of freed labor: but it will be more difficult to convince the freedmen themselves of their true position and prospects. Only actual suffering, starvation, and punishment will drive many of them to work. It is a general complaint on the part of the planters that although the laborers have had fair offers made to them of compensation, including a share of the crops, they nearly all have shortened their day's work several hours, and persist in taking to themselves every Saturday.
In districts remote from our posts of occupation the plantation discipline still prevails, and cases of flogging and shooting are continually brought to the notice of the Commission from places sixty or eighty miles from Orangeburg. Nor are the planters always to be blamed for such measures of self-defence. There must be some restraint in every community, and where there are but two classes, the one educated and intelligent, the other ignorant and degraded, it is preferable, if one class must govern, that it be the former. It is to be hoped, however, that civil or military authority will soon supplant such an exercise of irresponsible power which is liable to great abuse.
A form for making contracts, adapted after consultation with a number of planters, is enclosed herewith. It was found, at the outset of our operations, that half the crop, -which General Hatch had recommended as fair compensation, was too much to give, if the laborers were also to be fed and clothed until the end of the year. At the wish of General Hartwell, therefore, the planters have been left to make their own proposals, the Commission reserving the right to disapprove such contracts as seemed unjust to the workmen. It has been found, however, that in almost every instance, the offers have been very liberal. It is usual to promise food, and as far as possible, clothing, to all the people on the plantations, both workers and dependents; and in addition, either a certain share of the crop, varying according to circumstances from one-tenth to one-half (the latter in very rare instances), to be divided among the laborers only; -or, so many bushels of corn to every hand, -usually a year's supply. In consideration of the fact that only one third of the people supported, on the average, are laborers, and that General Sherman's armies have destroyed the fences, taken the stock, and devastated the whole region hereabouts, the Commission are of opinion that these contracts are very favorable to the workmen. It would appear that so low, uneducated and inefficient a class of laborers as these now suddenly freed, should not receive more pay than Northern farm laborers, -allowance being made for difference of circumstances. A day laborer at the North, with a large family, usually has to pay all his wages for food, clothing, and house-rent. If he can have his own little garden, and a stock of poultry and pigs, -as most of the freedmen have, he is fortunate; and if in addition to all this he gets a share of the crops -say a year's supply of food, over and above expenditures, he is prospering beyond most of his fellows. Were the freedmen to receive more, the relation between capital and labor would be disturbed, and an undue value placed upon the latter, to the prejudice and disadvantage, in the end, of the laborers themselves.
For the present year, a better condition of affairs than that now prevailing can hardly be looked for. An influx of immigrants from Europe and from the Northern States, increasing the proportion of the white inhabitants to the blacks, dividing into smaller farms the arable lands of the South, and introducing a system of money payments for labor, together with the gradual education of the negroes themselves, will, it is to be hoped, bring order out of this chaos. The plan adopted by the Commission is only meant to compose matters, as far as possible, in order that the crops may be tilled and reaped. ...
In addition to the form for contracts, is enclosed an address to the colored people of the District, which embodies all that the visiting officers include in their speeches. All the points upon which any doubt or question has arisen are touched upon and explained in the simplest and most familiar terms which can be used.
Awaiting instructions for the future, I have the honor, General, to remain Your obedient servant, Charles C. Soule
To the Freed People of Orangeburg District. You have heard many stories about your condition as freemen. You do not know what to believe: you are talking too much; waiting too much; asking for too much. If you can find out the truth about this matter, you will settle down quietly to your work. Listen, then, and try to understand just how you are situated.
You are now free, but you must know that the only difference you can feel yet, between slavery and freedom, is that neither you nor your children can be bought or sold. You may have a harder time this year than you have ever had before; it will be the price you pay for your freedom. You will have to work hard, and get very little to eat, and very few clothes to wear. If you get through this year alive and well, you should be thankful. Do not expect to save up anything, or to have much corn or provisions ahead at the end of the year. You must not ask for more pay than free people get at the North. There, a field hand is paid in money, but has to spend all his pay every week, in buying food and clothes for his family and in paying rent for his house. You cannot be paid in money, -for there is no good money in the District, -nothing but Confederate paper. Then, what can you be paid with? Why, with food, with clothes, with the free use of your little houses and lots. You do not own a cent's worth except yourselves. The plantation you live on is not yours, nor the houses, nor the cattle, mules and horses; the seed you planted with was not yours, and the ploughs and hoes do not belong to you. Now you must get something to eat and something to wear, and houses to live in. How can you get these things? By hard work -and nothing else, and it will be a good thing for you if you get them until next year, for yourselves and for your families. You must remember that your children, your old people, and the cripples, belong to you to support now, and all that is given to them is so much pay to you for your work. If you ask for anything more; if you ask for a half of the crop, or even a third, you ask too much; you wish to get more than you could get if you had been free all your lives. Do not ask for Saturday either: free people everywhere else work Saturday, and you have no more right to the day than they have. If your employer is willing to give you part of the day, or to set a task that you can finish early, be thankful for the kindness, but do not think it is something you must have. When you work, work hard. Begin early at sunrise, and do not take more than two hours at noon. Do not think, because you are free you can choose your own kind of work. Every man must work under orders. The soldiers, who are free, work under officers, the officers under the general, and the general under the president. There must be a head man everywhere, and on a plantation the head man, who gives all the orders, is the owner of the place. Whatever he tells you to do you must do at once, and cheerfully. Never give him a cross word or an impudent answer. If the work is hard, do not stop to talk about it, but do it first and rest afterwards. If you are told to go into the field and hoe, see who can go first and lead the row. If you are told to build a fence, build it better than any fence you know of. If you are told to drive the carriage Sunday, or to mind the cattle, do it, for necessary work must be done even on the Sabbath. Whatever the order is, try and obey it without a word.
There are different kinds of work. One man is a doctor, another is a minister, another a soldier. One black man may be a field hand, one a blacksmith, one a carpenter, and still another a house-servant. Every man has his own place, his own trade that he was brought up to, and he must stick to it. The house-servants must not want to go into the field, nor the field hands into the house. If a man works, no matter in what business, he is doing well. The only shame is to be idle and lazy.
You do not understand why some of the white people who used to own you, do not have to work in the field. It is because they are rich. If every man were poor, and worked in his own field, there would be no big farms, and very little cotton or corn raised to sell; there would be no money, and nothing to buy. Some people must be rich, to pay the others, and they have the right to do no work except to look out after their property. It is so everywhere, and perhaps by hard work some of you may by-and-by become rich yourselves Remember that all your working time belongs to the man who hires you: therefore you must not leave work without his leave not even to nurse a child, or to go and visit a wife or husband. When you wish to go off the place, get a pass as you used to, and then you will run no danger of being taken up by our soldiers. If you leave work for a day, or if you are sick, you cannot expect to be paid for what you do not do; and the man who hires you must pay less at the end of the year.
Do not think of leaving the plantation where you belong. If you try to go to Charleston, or any other city, you will find no work to do, and nothing to eat. You will starve, or fall sick and die. Stay where you are, in your own homes, even if you are suffering. There is no better place for you anywhere else.
You will want to know what to do when a husband and wife live on different places. Of course they ought to be together, but this year, they have their crops planted on their own places, and they must stay to work them. At the end of the year they can live together. Until then they must see each other only once in a while.
In every set of men there are some bad men and some fools; who have to be looked after and punished when they go wrong. The Government will punish grown people now, and punish them severely, if they steal, lie idle, or hang around a man's place when he does not want them there, or if they are impudent. You ought to be civil to one another, and to the man you work for. Watch folks who have always been free, and you will see that the best people are the most civil.
The children have to be punished more than those who are grown up, for they are full of mischief. Fathers and mothers should punish their own children, but if they happen to be off, or if a child is caught stealing or behaving badly about the big house, the owner of the plantation must switch him, just as he should his own children.
Do not grumble if you cannot get as much pay on your place as some one else, for on one place they have more children than on others, on one place the land is poor, on another it is rich; on one place Sherman took everything, on another, perhaps, almost everything was left safe. One man can afford to pay more than another. Do not grumble, either, because the meat is gone or the salt hard to get. Make the best of everything, and if there is anything which you think is wrong, or hard to bear, try to reason it out: if you cannot, ask leave to send one man to town to see an officer. Never stop work on any account, for the whole crop must be raised and got in, or we shall starve. The old men, and the men who mean to do right, must agree to keep order on every plantation. When they see a hand getting lazy or shiftless, they must talk to him, and if talk will do no good, they must take him to the owner of the plantation.
In short, do just about as the good men among you have always done. Remember that even if you are badly off, no one can buy or sell you: remember that if you help yourselves, God will help you, and trust hopefully that next year and the year after will bring some new blessing to The meeting was held near "Brick Church," the congregation numbering from 500 to 600.
As introduction Maj Delaney, made them acquainted with the fact that slavery is absolutely abolished, throwing thunders of damnations and maledictions on all the former Slaveowners and People of the South, and almost condemned their souls to hell.
He says "It was only a War policy of the Government, to declare the slaves of the South free, knowing that the whole power of the South laid in the possession of the Slaves.
"But I want you to understand that we would not have become free, had we not armed ourselves and fought out our independence" (this he repeated twice) He farther says "If I had been a slave, I would have been most troublesome and not to be conquered by any threat or punishment. I would not have worked, and no one would have dared to come near me, I would have struggled for life or death, and would have thrown fire and sword between them. I know you have been good, only too good. I was told by a friend of mine; that when owned by a man and put to work on the field, he laid quietly down, and just looked out for the overseer to come along, when he pretended to work very hard. But he confessed to me, that he never has done a fair days work for his master. And so he was right, so I would have done the same, and all of you ought to have done the same.
People say that you are too lazy to work, that you have not the intelligence to get on for yourselves without being guided and driven to the work by overseers. I say it is a lie, and a blasphemous lie, and I will prove it to be so. It is the wish of the Government for you to be so. We will send friends to you, who will further instruct you how to come to the end of our wishes. You see that by so adhering to our views, you will become a wealthy and powerful population. Now I look around me and I notice a man, bare footed covered with rags and dirt. Now I ask, what is that man doing, for whom is he working. I hear that he works for that and that farmer "for 30 cents a day". "I tell you that must not be". "That would be cursed slavery over again." "I will not have it, the Government will not have it, and the Government shall hear about it, I will tell the Government.
I tell you slavery is over, and shall never return again. We have now 200,000 of our men well drilled in arms and used to War fare, and I tell you "it is with you and them that slavery shall not come back again, and if you are determined it will not return again. Now go to work, and in a short time I will see you again, and other friends will come to show you how to begin.
Have your fields in good order and well tilled and planted, and when I pass the fields and see a land well planted and well cared for, then I may be sure from the look of it that it belongs to a free negroe, and when I see a field thinly planted and little cared for, then I may think it belongs to some man who works it with slaves. The Government decided that you shall have one third of the produce of the crops from your employer, so if he makes $3-, you will have to get $1 -out of it for your labour. The other day some plantation owners in Virginia and Maryland offered $5.-a month for your labour, but it was indignantly rejected by Genl Howard, the Commissioner for the Government.
These are the expressions, as far as I can remember, without having made notice at the time.
The excitement with the congregation was immense, groups were formed talking over, what they have heard, and ever and anon cheers were given to some particular sentences of the speech.
I afterwards mingled with several groups, to hear their opinions. Some used violent language, "saying they would get rid of the Yankee employer."-"That is the only man who ever told them the truth." "That now those men have to work themselves or starve or leave the country. we will not work for them any more." Some Whites were present, and listened with horror depicted in their faces, to the whole performance. Some said "What shall become of us now? and if such a speech should be again given to those men, there will be open rebellion.
Major Delany was afterwards corrected by M' Town the Superintendent at that place, to the effect, that the pay of labourers on this Island is not 30 cents a day, but 30 cents for a task, and that a man can easily make from 75 to 90 cents a day. Major Delany then corrected himself accordingly, saying that he must have been misinformed.
My opinion of the whole affair is, that Major Delany is a thorough hater of the White race, and tries the colored people unnecessarily. He even tries to injure the magnanimous conduct of the Government towards them, either intentionally or through want of knowledge. He tells them to remember, "that they would not have become free, had they not armed themselves and fought for their independence. This is a falsehood and a misrepresentation.-Our President Abraham Lincoln declared the Colored race free, before there was even an idea of arming colored men. This is decidely calculated to create bad feeling against the Government.
By giving some historical facts and telling them that neither Indians nor whites could stand the work in this country, he wants to impress the colored man with the idea, that he in fact is superior not only in a physical view but als(o) in intelligence. He says "believe none of the ministers, Schoolteachers, Emmisaries, because they never tell you the truth." It is only to bring distrust against all, and gives them to understand, that they shall believe men of their own race. He openly acts and speaks contrary to the policy of this Government, advising them not to work for any man, but for themselves.
The intention of our government is, that all the men should be employed by their former masters as far as possible, and contracts made between them, superintended by some officer empowered by the Government.
He says it would be the old slavery over again, if a man should work for an employer, and that it must not be. To the President of these United States. We the freedmen Of Edisto Island South Carolina have learned From you through Major General 0 0 Howard commissioner of the Freedmans Bureau. with deep sorrow and Painful hearts of the possibility of goverment restoring These lands to the former owners. We are well aware Of the many perplexing and trying questions that burden Your mind. and do therefore pray to god (the preserver of all. and who has through our Late and beloved President (Lincoln) proclamation and the war made Us A free people) that he may guide you in making Your decisions. and give you that wisdom that Cometh from above to settle these great and Important Questions for the best interests of the country and the Colored race: Here is where secession was born and Nurtured Here is were we have toiled nearly all Our lives as slaves and were treated like dumb Driven cattle, This is our home, we have made These lands what they are. we were the only true and Loyal people that were found in posession of these Lands. we have been always ready to strike for Liberty and humanity yea to fight if needs be To preserve this glorious union. Shall not we who Are freedman and have been always true to this Union have the same rights as are enjoyed by Others? Have we broken any Law of these United States? Have we forfieted our rights of property In Land?-If not then! are not our rights as A free people and good citizens of these United States To be considered before the rights of those who were Found in rebellion against this good and just Government (and now being conquered) come (as they Seem) with penitent hearts and beg forgiveness For past offences and also ask if thier lands Cannot be restored to them are these rebellious Spirits to be reinstated in thier possessions And we who have been abused and oppressed For many long years not to be allowed the Privilige of purchasing land But be subject To the will of these large Land owners? God fobid, Land monopoly is injurious to the advancement of the course of freedom, and if Government Does not make some provision by which we as Freedmen can obtain A Homestead, we have Not bettered our condition.
We have been encouraged by Government to take Up these lands in small tracts, receiving Certificates of the same-we have thus far Taken Sixteen thousand (16000) acres of Land here on This Island. We are ready to pay for this land When Government calls for it. and now after What has been done will the good and just government take from us all this right and make us Subject to the will of those who have cheated and Oppressed us for many years God Forbid! We the freedmen of this Island and of the State of South Carolina -Do therefore petition to you as the President of these United States, that some provisions be made by which Every colored man can purchase land. and Hold it as his own. We wish to have A home if It be but A few acres. without some provision is Made our future is sad to look upon. yess our Situation is dangerous. we therefore look to you In this trying hour as A true friend of the poor and Neglected race. for protection and Equal Rights. with the privilege of purchasing A Homestead -A Homestead right here in the Heart of South Carolina.
We pray that God will direct your heart in Making such provision for us as freedmen which Will tend to united these states together stronger Than ever before-May God bless you in the Administration of your duties as the President Of these United States is the humble prayer Of us all. 
